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Guide for Leaders          

• “Blocks” activities are for Minecrafters.  

“Bricks” are alternative activities for Lego,  

junk modelling etc. – a Plan B in case of a  

technology fail, or for children who prefers crafts 

• Use at home or in church during worship. 

• Minecrafters can stay in church while quietly creating in 

Minecraft or go out in a separate group. 

• Minecrafters (“Blocks”) and builders (“Bricks”) share what 

they have been working on at the end of the service.  

• Technical guidelines at the end of this booklet give hints 

for getting started. 

• Scan QR code for an online version of this booklet with 

clickable links. 

Guide for Minecrafters and Builders 

• Read, listen to or watch the story first. Use headphones 

if watching in church! 

• Minecrafters:  

o create a world using the suggested Bedrock seed. Use 

Creative Mode and Peaceful, unless it says otherwise. 

o If sharing a world with others, be kind! No 

griefing!! 

• Builders: Choose a craft (e.g. Lego, junk modelling, 

playdough) 

• Read the suggested activities and get inspired! 

• If in church, pay attention to what is going on around 

you:  

o Singing? Bop about! 

o Praying? Pray too! 

• After the service, share your thoughts with everyone you 

can! 
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Bricks 

You could bake some 

bread or fairy cakes, 

if you have the 

facilities, and then 

share them. Who will 

you share them with, 

and what is the best 

way to deliver them? 

Something small can 

have a very big 

effect. Try setting up 

some dominos, or a 

house of cards. A 

small tap, or even a 

breath of wind, can 

have a big effect! 

Watch a ripple 

spreading across a 

pool or send marble 

down a marble run.  

Prayer 

The small act of the disciples thinking of the needs of all the 

hungry people and wanting to do something about it, led to an 

extravagantly generous gift of food from God. 

Pray for God to take your good ideas and talents and turn them 

into something that shows God’s extravagant and generous love 

for us! 

Week One - Feeding the Five Thousand (18th in 

Ordinary Time)  

Matthew 14: 13-21 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6rj9cAJrWE  

 

 
 

      

Blocks  Seed:1326344 

Choose a spot a long way away from 

the village. 

Create a crowd – maybe some figures 

holding bread in one hand and fish 

in another, and some villagers. 

Jesus was able to feed the crowd 

everything they needed and more. Can 

you create a bread and/or fish 

throwing machine to get the food to 

your crowd as quickly as possible? 

You could also put chests filled 

with bread and fish nearby to 

represent the leftovers. 

Although it isn’t mentioned in the 

story, the crowd must have been 

thirsty too, so build a well or a 

stream. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2014%3A%2013-21&version=GNT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6rj9cAJrWE
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Bricks 

Use Lego or junk 

modelling to build a 

boat and some figures 

– disciples for the 

boat as well as Peter 

and Jesus. 

Put you boat on a blue 

cloth such as an apron 

or tea towel and 

jiggle it about to 

represent the storm. 

How might the 

disciples have felt? 

Get the Peter figure 

out of the boat and 

jiggle it some more. 

Maybe the question for 

us isn’t “why did you 

doubt”, but “how did 

you dare try?” 

Blocks Seed: 80216296 

Try to build the scene. Make the 

water appear stormy by adding waves 

and white foam. Maybe add the Breeze 

mobs. 

Next, build a boat that looks like 

it is battling through the waves.  

Add some figures in the boat. 

Now add Jesus and Peter walking on 

the water. Peter should be heading 

away from the boat towards Jesus, 

and should be just starting to sink, 

while Jesus is coming towards the 

boat from the shore and has his hand 

outstretched to help Peter. 

Make signs to show what they are 

saying. The disciples are screaming, 

Peter says “Help me!” and Jesus says 

“Why did you doubt?” 

Prayer 

Sometimes we might feel that what Jesus is asking us to do is 

too scary or too hard. 

 

Pray for the courage to try to answer Jesus’ call, for the 

faith to keep focussed on him, and the comfort of the knowledge 

that he is there to help whenever we wobble. 

Week Two - Jesus walks on Water (19th in Ordinary 

Time) 

Matthew 14: 22-33 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U69Ag6wEyB0 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2014%3A%2022-33&version=GNT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U69Ag6wEyB0
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Bricks 

If you can, make some 

biscuits, maybe 

“stained glass 

window” biscuits, 

where you cut out the 

middle and melt a 

boiled sweet inside. 

The ingredients have 

to be added in the 

proper order. The 

recipe won’t work 

otherwise, or won’t 

taste as good. The 

“stained glass” 

without the biscuit 

will run everywhere! 

If someone demands a 

biscuit before you 

are finished baking, 

you’d have to run to 

the shop! 

Blocks Seed: 3797374 

Sometimes things have to be done in 

the proper order. You have to 

prepare the soil before you can grow 

wheat; you have to build a house and 

place a bed before you can be safe 

in survival mode; you have to 

collect the correct ingredients 

before you can craft a cake. 

In survival mode, try to do one of 

those things, or another challenge 

you can think of – build a safe 

house with a bed, collect the 

ingredients for a cake, or start a 

farm. 

What if someone comes and demands 

the cake (or house or farm) before 

you are ready? You’ll have to switch 

to creative, get whatever is needed, 

and then switch back! 

Prayer 

Jesus’s message is for the whole world, but he has to fulfil 

Israel’s story first, through Easter. Israel’s role is to bring 

God to the whole world. The Canaanite woman manages to get a 

sneak preview of what that will be like! It’s like letting a 

different world in. 

Is there any part of God’s kingdom you would like to see a 

sneak preview of? Peace? Justice? Don’t be afraid to ask! Pray 

the Lord’s prayer, thinking particularly about “your kingdom 

come, your will be done”. 

Week 3 - A Woman’s Faith (20th in Ordinary Time) 

Matthew 15: (10-20) 21-28 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FltYGgvxAfU 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2015%3A%2010-28&version=GNT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BE3qSjT7XA


6 

 

 

 

Bricks 

Use junk modelling or 

Lego to create a 

church structure.  

Create paperchains of 

people by folding 

paper as a concertina, 

drawing a figure with 

arms overlapping the 

folds, then cutting it 

out. Decorate each 

figure with a name 

that is used to 

describe people: 

“honey”, “sunshine” 

etc. Make them as 

diverse as possible! 

Use them to cover your 

church, forming a 

building made of 

people. 

 

Blocks Seed: 300746916 

Names are important! Jesus is the 

Messiah (the king Israel has been 

waiting for). Peter is a “rock” – 

maybe a rock like the temple in 

Jerusalem is built on, only Jesus’ 

temple is made of people who believe 

in him!  

People are often referred to by 

images: “ray of sunshine” “sweetie 

pie” “honey” “pumpkin”. Make some 

figures and build something next to 

them that represents something about 

them. What could you build for 

Messiah? A crown? Or a community of 

people? Maybe you could use armour 

stands to build a church-like 

structure which looks like a diverse 

community of people. 

Prayer 

Recognising Jesus as king and following him leads to great 

things, even for imperfect people. Calling people names is 

usually thought of as negative, but using positive words 

appropriately can be enormously encouraging. Words are 

powerful! 

Pray that you might find the right words to encourage yourself 

and others, and that you might keep your eyes on Jesus, 

following him always. 

Week 4 - Peter’s declaration about Jesus 
(21st in Ordinary Time) 

Matthew 16: 13-20 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2IF4WsTvWY 

  

      

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2016%3A%2013-20&version=GNT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2IF4WsTvWY
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Bricks 

Play a “splat the rat” 

game – send a small 

bean bag down a drain 

pipe and then try to 

block it before it 

goes into a “rat 

trap”. You can play a 

similar game with a 

marble run or build a 

track for a toy car 

with junk modelling. 

Your job is to “save” 

the “rat”/ball/car. 

Now, turn the rules 

upside down, so the 

object isn’t to save 

the “rat”, but to 

catch it. 

Blocks Seed: 200 

Build an End portal in Creative 

mode. Imagine someone is determined 

to go the End to fight the Ender 

dragon, and you think this is a very 

bad idea. How might you stop them? 

Fishing rods to pull them back, trap 

doors they might fall through on the 

way? Be inventive about how you 

might stop someone reaching the 

portal. 

Now imagine they convince you that 

your efforts to save them have been 

the wrong thing to do! 

You need to build a safe way through 

all your traps, so that someone can 

get to the portal if they choose. 

Prayer 

Peter hasn’t understood what Jesus’ victory will look like. He 

thinks he is doing the right thing, but Jesus turns his 

perspective upside down. Getting things wrong doesn’t stop 

Peter being the “rock” leading the early church, though! 

Pray not to be discouraged when things go wrong, or not as you 

expected them to go. Pray for Jesus to put you back on track! 

Week 5 - Jesus speaks about his suffering 

and death (22nd n Ordinary Time) 

Matthew 16: 21-28 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jr5zJcMWHgs 

  

      

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2016%3A%2021-28&version=GNT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jr5zJcMWHgs
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Technical Guidelines 

You will need: 

• Minecraft installed on a phone, tablet or laptop.  

• No internet connection. These activities have been 

designed to work offline. 

Sharing worlds (optional - internet required): 

• Up to six devices can join the same Minecraft world 

o World must be visible on the LAN (local area 

network). Minecrafters will know how to do this!  

o Nintendo Switch devices will only be able to see 

each other, unless they have an extra subscription, 

so may need their own group.  

o Needs supervision (as may be disputes if work is 

damaged, or something hurtful is put in the chat). 

o Consider disabling the chat. 

o Very young children and beginners should avoid 

shared worlds in case of accidental damage. 

• For more than six devices, you can either split the 

Minecrafters into multiple groups, with a shared world 

for each group, or you can run a Minecraft Server. 

Contact minecraft@kidlingtonmethodists.org.uk for more 

information on Minecraft servers. 

• Neither option publishes anything to the wider internet. 

They are only visible to devices on the same network.  

Sharing builds: 

• It is important to view, discuss and share the 

Minecrafters’ work after the service.  

o Look at the builds on the Minecrafters’ devices and 

ask them what they have built and why. 

o Encourage them to take screenshots of their work. 

o Send screenshots to 

minecraft@kidlingtonmethodists.org.uk to go on our 

gallery. 

o Even better - display them on a projector screen in 

your own church after the service for everyone to 

see! 
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