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Guide for Leaders          

• “Blocks” activities are for Minecrafters.  

“Bricks” are alternative activities for Lego,  

junk modelling etc. – a Plan B in case of a  

technology fail, or for children who prefers crafts 

• Use at home or in church during worship. 

• Minecrafters can stay in church while quietly creating in 

Minecraft or go out in a separate group. 

• Minecrafters (“Blocks”) and builders (“Bricks”) share what 

they have been working on at the end of the service.  

• Technical guidelines at the end of this booklet give hints 

for getting started. 

• Scan QR code for an online version of this booklet with 

clickable links. 

Guide for Minecrafters and Builders 

• Read, listen to or watch the story first. Use headphones 

if watching in church! 

• Minecrafters:  

o create a world using the suggested Bedrock seed. Use 

Creative Mode and Peaceful, unless it says otherwise. 

o If sharing a world with others, be kind! No 

griefing!! 

• Builders: Choose a craft (e.g. Lego, junk modelling, 

playdough) 

• Read the suggested activities and get inspired! 

• If in church, pay attention to what is going on around 

you:  

o Singing? Bop about! 

o Praying? Pray too! 

• After the service, share your thoughts with everyone you 

can! 
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Bricks 

Make two tracks. A 

marble run would be 

ideal for this! One 

direction should lead 

to a prize, the other 

to something not so 

nice, like a cold used 

teabag! 

Alternatively, create 

a maze on paper, and 

decorate it to make 

the false paths look 

really tempting to 

follow. Maybe write 

signs encouraging 

people to take the 

wrong paths, such as 

“we’ve always gone 

this way before!” 

Prayer 

It is very easy to stick to what we know. Following Jesus isn’t 

always easy. Life still has its ups and downs! But if we trust 

in Jesus, he promises he will take on our burdens and bring us 

safely home to God. 

Pray for help to recognise Jesus and to choose to follow him. 

If you have anything troubling you, tell God about it and ask 

for help.  

Week One - heavy Burdens (14th in Ordinary Time)  

Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9smtEcAaegc  

 

 
 

      
Blocks  Seed: 563 

Make two minecart tracks that go 

over a cliff. Both should look like 

they lead somewhere. One should have 

signs saying the sorts of things the 

people were saying: “stick to what 

we know” “beware of false prophets” 

“don’t listen to Jesus” “we’ve 

always done it this way”. This track 

should lead to disaster, maybe 

landing in slime. 

The other track should have signs 

saying the sorts of things Jesus was 

saying: “God’s love is for everyone” 

“God loves you” “Follow me”. This 

track should lead over the cliff to 

safety on the other side. The track 

could be quite bendy with lots of 

ups and downs. However, once on that 

track, the carts should all reach 

safety. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2011%3A%2016-19%2C%2025-30&version=GNT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9smtEcAaegc
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Bricks 

You could plant some 

real seeds in 

different locations 

and watch how they 

grow. 

Alternatively, use 

Lego or junk modelling 

to build different 

structures, one 

surrounded by other 

buildings so it can’t 

be seen, one with very 

weak foundations, so 

it easily wobbles, and 

one with a very firm 

foundation (solid 

base) so that it can 

become strong and 

tall. Loose bricks 

could represent the 

path. 

Blocks Seed: 4012 

Build two farms, one the very best 

you can, with water and bonemeal, 

and maybe an automatic harvester and 

a composter. Contrast this with 

another farm where you plant the 

seeds, but don’t supply water and 

bonemeal. This second farm is like 

the rocky ground. 

Can you build a third farm where you 

have seeds and water, but something 

stops the seeds from growing 

properly? Maybe zombies keep 

trampling on them, or lava keeps 

flowing through the fields. This is 

a little bit like the weeds in the 

parable. 

Can you make an automatic seed 

scatterer? These seeds don’t grow, 

so they are like the seeds on the 

path. 

Prayer 

Most of us can relate to all the places the seeds land at some 

point in our journey with Jesus. Jesus still loves us, even at 

times when we aren’t very good at listening, but when we listen 

and understand, we grow and flourish like seeds in the best 

possible farm! 

 

If you are feeling a bit like the path, the stony ground or the 

weeds at the moment, say thank you that you are loved anyway, 

and ask God to help you hear Jesus. If you feel more like the 

good soil then ask for strength to follow Jesus every day. 

Week Two - The Parable of the Sower (15th in 

Ordinary Time) 

Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZEO_Ls2ERs 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2013%3A%201-9%2C%2018-23&version=GNT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZEO_Ls2ERs
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Bricks 

Make some popcorn! 

There is always some 

corn that pops, and 

always some that 

doesn’t. Can you tell 

which ones will pop 

before you start? 

Could you take them 

out in advance? No! 

What do you do with 

the unpopped corn at 

the end! 

It isn’t a perfect 

analogy, as the 

popped corn doesn’t 

have a great fate 

either, except 

becoming delicious! 

In contrast, God’s 

people will “shine 

like the sun!” 

Blocks Seed: 9066 

Make a melon farm, but sow some 

pumpkin seeds as well. Add lots of 

bonemeal and water to help them 

grow. 

Is it easy to tell them apart? Could 

you easily remove the pumpkins 

without accidentally getting some 

melons? 

Once they have fully grown, first 

harvest the pumpkins and throw them 

into some lava or a fire. You can 

make this quite gruesome if you 

like! Maybe turn the pumpkins into 

carved pumpkins to make them look 

evil first! 

Then harvest the melons. Put some in 

a chest and make some juicy melon 

slices to eat! 

Prayer 

This story can be worrying if you are feeling like you might be 

one of the weeds rather than the wheat in the story. Don’t 

worry! Jesus reassures us that if we listen to him, we will be 

in God’s kingdom. For now, there is bad mixed with the good in 

the world, it is hard to separate them, and we must be patient 

as we wait for God’s kingdom to come.  

Thank God for his care of the “wheat” – everyone who follows 

him – and ask for patience while we wait for all the bad things 

in the world to be defeated. 

Week 3 - Parable of the Weeds among the 

Wheat (16th in Ordinary Time) 

Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FltYGgvxAfU 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2013%3A%2024-30%2C%2036-43&version=GNT


6 

 

 

  

Bricks 

Build a model of a 

tree with Lego or with 

cardboard. To make a 

cardboard tree, draw a 

tree silhouette, cut 

it out, trace round it 

and cut out to make 

the same shape again. 

Cut down from the top 

to the midway point on 

one tree shape, and up 

from the bottom on the 

other. Slot the two 

trees together so that 

it can stand up. Make 

little pictures of 

birds and animals and 

use them to decorate 

the branches. 

Blocks Seed: 49128 

God’s kingdom is immense, and 

immensely valuable. Think about the 

mustard seed, the treasure and the 

pearl. How can you represent them in 

Minecraft? 

You could plant a tree, and make it 

grow extra tall. Add a bee hive, and 

some birds so it is full of life. 

Find some shipwreck treasure (-

302,41,-71)! Can you do something to 

fence it off, for example, with 

barrier blocks and no trespassing 

signs, so that the shipwreck and 

treasure are just for you? 

What is the most valuable thing in 

Minecraft? Can you build something 

to honour how precious it is, or a 

house to protect it? 

Prayer 

The kingdom of God is the most important and valuable thing, 

worth sacrificing everything for. Jesus has promised that we 

will be in the kingdom with him. Following Jesus has to be our 

top priority. 

Ask for help to keep putting Jesus first. 

 

Week 4 - Parable of the Mustard Seed (17th in 

Ordinary Time) 

Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pxvues2-n2Q 

  

      

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2013%3A%2031-33%2C%2044-52&version=GNT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pxvues2-n2Q
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How to Create a World with a Seed 

First, on the “General” tab set the world to Creative and 

Peaceful (unless instructions say otherwise). 

On the “Advanced” tab, enter the seed. It might also be a good 

idea to switch off “TNT explodes” and “Fire spreads”: 

 

For a shared game, under Multiplayer, make sure “Visible to LAN 

players” is switched on: 

 

Finally, under “Cheats”, switch the top option to on:  
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Technical Guidelines 

You will need: 

• Minecraft installed on a phone, tablet or laptop.  

• No internet connection. These activities have been 

designed to work offline. 

Sharing worlds (optional - internet required): 

• Up to six devices can join the same Minecraft world 

o World must be visible on the LAN (local area 

network). Minecrafters will know how to do this!  

o Nintendo Switch devices will only be able to see 

each other, unless they have an extra subscription, 

so may need their own group.  

o Needs supervision (as may be disputes if work is 

damaged, or something hurtful is put in the chat). 

o Consider disabling the chat. 

o Very young children and beginners should avoid 

shared worlds in case of accidental damage. 

• For more than six devices, you can either split the 

Minecrafters into multiple groups, with a shared world 

for each group, or you can run a Minecraft Server. 

Contact minecraft@kidlingtonmethodists.org.uk for more 

information on Minecraft servers. 

• Neither option publishes anything to the wider internet. 

They are only visible to devices on the same network.  

Sharing builds: 

• It is important to view, discuss and share the 

Minecrafters’ work after the service.  

o Look at the builds on the Minecrafters’ devices and 

ask them what they have built and why. 

o Encourage them to take screenshots of their work. 

o Send screenshots to 

minecraft@kidlingtonmethodists.org.uk to go on our 

gallery. 

o Even better - display them on a projector screen in 

your own church after the service for everyone to 

see! 

 

© Emma and Elizabeth Huber 2026  

Licence:Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International   

 

mailto:minecraft@kidlingtonmethodists.org.uk
mailto:minecraft@kidlingtonmethodists.org.uk
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

