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Guide for Leaders          

• “Blocks” activities are for Minecrafters.  

“Bricks” are alternative activities for Lego,  

junk modelling etc. – a Plan B in case of a  

technology fail, or for children who prefers crafts 

• Use at home or in church during worship. 

• Minecrafters can stay in church while quietly creating in 

Minecraft or go out in a separate group. 

• Minecrafters (“Blocks”) and builders (“Bricks”) share what 

they have been working on at the end of the service.  

• Technical guidelines at the end of this booklet give hints 

for getting started. 

• Scan QR code for an online version of this booklet with 

clickable links. 

Guide for Minecrafters and Builders 

• Read, listen to or watch the story first. Use headphones 

if watching in church! 

• Minecrafters:  

o create a world using the suggested Bedrock seed. Use 

Creative Mode and Peaceful, unless it says otherwise. 

o If sharing a world with others, be kind! No 

griefing!! 

• Builders: Choose a craft (e.g. Lego, junk modelling, 

playdough) 

• Read the suggested activities and get inspired! 

• If in church, pay attention to what is going on around 

you:  

o Singing? Bop about! 

o Praying? Pray too! 

• After the service, share your thoughts with everyone you 

can! 
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Bricks 

Build a tall tree, 

with Lego, junk 

modelling or play 

dough etc. 

At the top of the 

tree, balance a small 

ball of paper, 

representing 

Zacchaeus. 

Put a Lego figure or 

similar, representing 

Jesus, a short 

distance away. Say 

“Hurry and come down” 

and flick the paper 

ball towards Jesus. 

Blocks Seed: 9725 

• Create the tallest tree you can – 

use bonemeal, or plant several 

trees close together, or any other 

tree-growing strategy 

• Build a viewing platform at the 

top of the tree. Find a good 

location in the distance where you 

will still be able to see a sign. 

• Once you have located a good spot, 

build something there to represent 

Jesus. Put a sign next to him, so 

it can be read from the viewing 

platform, saying “I see you. I 

have found you. I love you.” 

• Go back to your viewing platform 

and look at the sign, maybe with a 

spyglass. 

 

Prayer 

When Zacchaeus climbed the tree, he was able to see that Jesus 

loved and valued him, and it turned his life around. 

Ask Jesus to help you see him more clearly. Jot down some ideas 

that might help – e.g. coming to church, praying, asking adults 

Say thank you to God for loving us, even when we can’t see it. 

Ask for God’s help to welcome Jesus into your life. If you have 

time, you could build the welcome party at Zacchaeus’ house. 

What are all the guests thinking? Who would you be if you could 

be at the party? 

Week One - The Story (31st in Ordinary Time)  

 
 

      

Luke 19: 1-10  

Watch on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5BjtbJFz2ug     

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2019%3A1-10&version=GNT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=syYixa4ZRPY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5BjtbJFz2ug
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Bricks 

Try building a Lego 

ship in a bowl of 

water, or in pairs 

with the builder 

blindfolded and the 

other giving 

instructions. 

What are your 

strategies for 

creating your build 

effectively? What do 

you have to do to make 

it work? 

Now try the same task 

as you normally would. 

Have your strategies 

changed? What is your 

priority now? 

Blocks  Seed: 5005 

Create the world in Survival mode. 

If you want a real challenge, make 

it Hardcore! 

Try to build a ship. It can be any 

kind of ship, from Noah’s Ark to a 

superyacht. You’ll need to make sure 

you stay alive while you are 

building it. 

Keep building for about 15 minutes, 

or until you die (if playing 

hardcore). 

Now switch the world to creative and 

try the same task (you’ll need to 

start again if you were playing 

hardcore). 

The world is the same, and yet 

completely different. Are your 

priorities the same? 

Prayer 

This passage looks forward to Jesus’ death and resurrection and 

also teaches that the resurrection life will look quite 

different to our present life. Different things will matter. 

 

Think about the ship that you built. What things would you pray 

for before setting out on a voyage in your ship? Pray for 

everyone facing long journeys today. 

 

Say thank you for the promise of the resurrection life where 

there are no worries, just love! 

Week Two - The Story (32nd in Ordinary Time) 

 
 

      

Luke 20: 27-38  

Watch on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccWW2MugmtI   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2020%3A%2027-38&version=GNT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccWW2MugmtI
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Bricks 

Look up images of 

Herod’s Temple, or 

another iconic 

building, and try to 

recreate it with the 

materials available 

to you. 

It would be better to 

do a small part 

carefully than take 

on too much, as you 

should be proud of 

what you create. 

Do these buildings 

(the originals, not 

your amazing builds!) 

represent God or 

human power? What did 

Jesus think? 

 

Blocks  Seed: 1738801 

Do an online image search for 

“Herod’s temple”. 

Look really carefully at the 

pictures. How has it been built? 

What materials have been used? 

Now try to recreate it carefully in 

Minecraft. Make sure it is 

beautifully decorated. 

Alternatively, think of an iconic 

building, such as the Eiffel Tower, 

Statue of Liberty or Tower of 

London. Try to recreate one in 

Minecraft as accurately as you can. 

Do these buildings (the originals, 

not your amazing builds!) represent 

God or human power? What did Jesus 

think? 

Prayer 

The Jews were told their precious Temple, which now symbolised 

turning away from God, would be destroyed, and not only that, 

but they would have an awful time while they were waiting for 

it to happen! But there is also the promise that Jesus will be 

with them through it all, caring for them, because they have 

chosen to follow him. 

Pray for anyone who is being treated badly for their beliefs. 

Maybe you have sometimes felt uncomfortable because you are 

Christian. Pray that you will always feel Jesus is with you. 

Week 3 - The Story (33rd in Ordinary Time) 

Luke 21: 5-19 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0GKi3VU46vU        

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2021%3A%205-19&version=GNT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0GKi3VU46vU
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Bricks 

See the “Blocks” 

instructions. Rather 

than building in 

Minecraft, try 

gathering materials 

that express what you 

feel Jesus is like. 

This could be rocks, 

coloured tissue paper, 

bricks or cotton wool. 

Alternatively, you 

could draw your ideas. 

If you are stuck for 

inspiration, do an 

online image search 

and see how other 

artists have 

represented Jesus. Do 

any of them speak to 

you? 

Blocks  Seed: 29151576 

“He is the image of the invisible 

God” 

It is hard to imagine or describe 

how special Jesus is! 

There are lots of different word 

pictures in the Bible and hymns that 

hint at what Jesus, God and the Holy 

Spirit are like: “good shepherd”, 

“living water”, “fire”, “wind”, 

“dove”, “rock”, “strong tower”, 

“lighthouse” and many more. 

Can you build a scene in Minecraft 

that shows a little of what you 

think Jesus is like? Will it show 

powerful lava or a waterfall? Maybe 

lots of healing potions? Or maybe it 

will be a gentle scene with sheep 

and a shepherd? 

 

Prayer 

Jesus did something amazing: “God made peace through his Son's 

blood on the cross and so brought back to himself all things, 

both on earth and in heaven.” 

Our pictures and builds only showed a part of what Jesus is 

like, but hopefully they helped us understand a little more.  

Say thank you to God for the artists, musicians, writers and 

teachers who help us to get to know Jesus a little better every 

day 

Week 4 - The Story (Sunday before Advent) 

Colossians 1:11-20 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ODFWqRwf-mc   

 

      

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A%2011-20&version=GNT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ODFWqRwf-mc
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Bricks 

Can you build 

something surprising? 

Maybe one of those 

magic games where 

something is hidden 

under a cup? Or a 

jack-in-the-box, or a 

lift-the-flap book 

with some surprising 

revelations! 

 

Alternatively, design 

and create a house 

that is fully prepared 

for every eventuality! 

How can you prepare 

for Jesus? 

Blocks  Seed: 9066 

The key messages are that no-one 

knows when the Kingdom will come, 

but that we should be prepared. 

Being prepared is following the 

greatest commandments – to love God, 

and to love your neighbour as 

yourself. 

Build something to surprise people – 

maybe use red stone to make 

something appear or disappear 

unexpectedly! 

Or you could build a scene from 

everyday life – e.g. villagers at 

work at a mill. 

Alternatively – get prepared! Build 

a house safe from thieves and all 

other surprises! 

 

Prayer 

If we live our lives in faith, we don’t need to know the 

precise timing because we have the promise of being part of 

God’s kingdom whenever it happens. 

 

• Thank God for the assurance of his kingdom 

 

• Ask God to help you grow in faith by showing you how to 

use your talents for God  

 

Week 5 - The Story (First Sunday of Advent)  

Matthew 24: 36-44 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYElasaSZMQ      

 

      

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2024%3A%2036-44&version=GNT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYElasaSZMQ
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Technical Guidelines 

You will need: 

• Minecraft installed on a phone, tablet or laptop.  

• No internet connection. These activities have been 

designed to work offline. 

Sharing worlds (optional - internet required): 

• Up to six devices can join the same Minecraft world 

o World must be visible on the LAN (local area 

network). Minecrafters will know how to do this!  

o Nintendo Switch devices will only be able to see 

each other, unless they have an extra subscription, 

so may need their own group.  

o Needs supervision (as may be disputes if work is 

damaged, or something hurtful is put in the chat). 

o Consider disabling the chat. 

o Very young children and beginners should avoid 

shared worlds in case of accidental damage. 

• For more than six devices, you can either split the 

Minecrafters into multiple groups, with a shared world 

for each group, or you can run a Minecraft Server. 

Contact minecraft@kidlingtonmethodists.org.uk for more 

information on Minecraft servers. 

• Neither option publishes anything to the wider internet. 

They are only visible to devices on the same network.  

Sharing builds: 

• It is important to view, discuss and share the 

Minecrafters’ work after the service.  

o Look at the builds on the Minecrafters’ devices and 

ask them what they have built and why. 

o Encourage them to take screenshots of their work. 

o Send screenshots to 

minecraft@kidlingtonmethodists.org.uk to go on our 

gallery. 

o Even better - display them on a projector screen in 

your own church after the service for everyone to 

see! 
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