
The Easter Story 
 

Jesus, the Son of God, told people about God’s love. He healed the sick and performed many 

miracles. 

The Jewish leaders and teachers didn’t like what Jesus was doing. 

They didn’t like the way the people loved him and how he claimed to be the Son of God. They 

planned to arrest him and get rid of him for ever. Judas, one of Jesus’ disciples, agreed to betray 

Jesus and hand him over to the religious leaders for money. 

 

Jesus was in a garden praying. Judas came and showed the soldiers who he was. Jesus was taken 

away to the rulers of the land. They asked him if he was the Son of God and Jesus said “You say that I 

am.” They were furious and decided Jesus deserved to die. 

 

They took him to the Roman governor, Pilate, to hear the case against Jesus. Pilate didn’t think Jesus 

had done anything wrong. He decided to punish Jesus to please the religious leaders and then let 

him go. But the crowd had been worked up into a frenzy by the religious leaders and they cried 

“Crucify him.” 

 

So Pilate handed Jesus over to the Roman soldiers to suffer a cruel death on a cross. He was beaten 

and a crown of thorns was placed on his head. He was forced to carry the heavy cross up a 

mountain. It was so heavy that at one point he could not do this on his own. 

He was then nailed to the cross. While the people watching waited for him to die, some mocked 

him, saying “If you are the Son of God, save yourself.” 

 

But Jesus knew he had to die. By dying on the cross Jesus took on himself all the wrong things people 

do. This means that we are forgiven our sins because Jesus is the Saviour of the World. 

At midday darkness fell. Jesus took his last breath and died. 

A Roman soldier, looking on, said “Surely this man is the Son of God.” We call this day Good Friday. 

A good man called Joseph came and placed Jesus’ body in a tomb, with a huge stone placed in front. 

Three days passed. Jesus’ disciples were terribly sad. There seemed no hope. 

Early on the Sunday morning, the third day, some women who were Jesus’ friends and who loved 

him, went to the tomb. 

To their amazement the great stone had been rolled away! The grave was empty! How could this 

be? 

 



An angel told them not to be afraid because Jesus had risen from the dead. He was alive! 

The women rushed off to tell Jesus’ other friends. 

 

Over the next 40 days Jesus showed himself to lots of people and they saw that he was alive. 

He taught them that, by his dying on the cross and his resurrection (coming alive again), all people 

could be forgiven their sins and have new life too. 

 

A Prayer 

 

Dear God, 

Thank you for sending Jesus. 

Thank you that he rose from the dead on Easter morning and is alive. 

Thank you that he died to save me. 

Help me to learn and understand more about Jesus. 

Bless all the people I love. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

 
 

 

Memory Verse 
“God so loved the world that 

he gave his only son. Anyone 

who believes in him will not 

die but have eternal life”. 

John Chapter 3 verse 16 

 



An Easter Prayer 
 

Thank you, God, for Easter time, when we remember that Jesus rose from the dead. 

Thank you that Jesus is alive and is with us all the time. 

 

Thank you that at Easter we celebrate new life.   

 

Thank you for spring time when the trees grow green 

again and the blossom blooms. Thank you for the singing of the birds, as they make their nests and 

lay their eggs. Thank you for the new born lambs and all the new life that is born in spring. 

 

Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to teach us about you and to show us how to love you and other 

people. 

Thank you that Jesus is our friend. 

                                 Amen 

 

 

 

 



 

To become a butterfly, a caterpillar first has to disappear into a chrysalis and looks like it is 

dead.  When it leaves the chrysalis it has a new life as a beautiful butterfly.  After Jesus died 

on the cross he was laid in the tomb but three days later he rose from the dead and he gives 

us a new life if we believe in Him. 

Here are two ideas for a butterfly craft 

Painted butterfly 

• Take a piece of white paper and fold it in half 

• Using any type of paint, put blobs of paint on one side of the fold only.  Don’t use too 

much paint and don’t put the blobs too close together. 

• Fold the paper in half again and smooth the two sides together so that the paint 

transfers across to the blank side. 

• Open the paper out.  You now have two halves that are mirror images of each other, 

just like a butterfly’s wings.  Leave it try. 

• Fold the paper in half again, draw one side of a butterfly’s wings on it (remembering 

that the fold will be the butterfly’s body) and cut out the shape. 

• Open up your butterfly shape and draw the butterfly’s body along the fold. 

Fan folded butterfly 

 



These are a bit fiddly for little fingers but look lovely when they are done.  If you cant 

manage the folding, open up two cup cake cases and cut a pair of wing shapes from each 

one, then continue from step 4.   

1. Cut two squares of coloured paper the same size.  Wrapping paper works really well 

2. Round off the corners of one square, then fan fold (concertina) it from one edge to 

the other. 

3. Fan fold the other square from one corner to the opposite corner, like a diamond 

shape. 

4. You now have two pairs of wings. Bend both in half and then position them with the 

piece with the rounded corners as the bottom half. 

 

5. Use cotton thread, ribbon, wire or a pipe cleaner to secure the two pairs if wings 

together.   Make sure you use a long enough piece so that you can make a loop to 

hang the butterfly. 

6. Gently ease out the pleats and your butterfly is complete. 

   

7. You could make several butterflies and hang them up to make a mobile.  Perhaps 

you could hang them in the window for people to see and enjoy as they walk past. 



 

 

 

 








